September 8, 2022

PresidentJosephR. Biden
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Biden,

The 100 undersigned organizations - representing national, state,and local groups dedicated to
upholding humanitarian protection and the rights of all forcibly displaced persons - urge you to restore,
strengthen,and expand the US refugee resettlement program. Specifically, we urge you to set the
Fiscal Year 2023 (FY23) Presidential Determination (PD) at 200,000 by October 1st, and hold
meaningful consultations with Congress before the end of FY22 in support of rebuilding the US
Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP). Throughout FY23 we urge you to meaningfully invest in
rebuilding the resettlement infrastructure to increase refugee arrivals in the US.

The world facesits greatestever displacement crisis, with over 100 million people across the globe
having been forced to flee their homes, including over 31 million refugees. We have welcomed the steps
taken by your administration to respond to a number of acute displacement crises over the lastyear,
including Operation Allies Welcome (OAW) and the resettlement of over 80,000 Afghans,and the
launch of Uniting for Ukraine (U4U) and the commitment to welcome 100,000 displaced Ukrainians.
Yet the need for broad-based humanitarian protection remains ever-growing. The UN High
Commissioner for Refugees projects thatover 2 million refugees will be in need of resettlementin 2023
- populations that extend far beyond those to be served through OAW or U4U. Moreover, as of June
3oth, only 15,100 refugees were resettled in the US,accounting for 12% of the 125,000 refugee
admissions goal with three monthsleft in the fiscal year. It is imperative that the administration
continue to resettle as many refugees as possible for the remainder of this fiscal year and urgently
addressthe USRAPrebuild aswe plan for the next fiscal year.

Americans’supportfor the emergencyresponses in Afghanistan and Ukraine, and the mass
mobilization of resources, demonstrates the willingness and desire for the United States to resume its
position as the globalleader inhumanitarian protection. The expansion of community and private
sponsorship programs can and should go hand-in-hand with the restoration of USRAP. The refugee
resettlement programwas created to provide lasting protection for those who have been displaced by
protracted conflicts. Since itsinceptionin 1980, over 3 million people have found enduring safety
through the resettlement program. Prioritizing the restoration and modernization of USRAP alongside
complementary and supplemental sponsorship models will strengthen and secure a foundation where
all forcibly displaced persons are provided the resources, services,and networks needed to thrive.
Additionally,investing in USRAPwill ensure that those who have been awaiting resettlement or family
reunification for years will have an equitable opportunity to reach safety.

In light of the extraordinary global need, and the demonstrated capacity to expand welcome, it is
imperative that your administration setarobustrefugee admissions goal of 200,000 refugeesfor FY23,
and advocate for the necessary funding to continue to re-scale the resettlement program. Our request
fora topline of 200,000 refugeesreflects not only the current pressing resettlementneeds,butdirectly
speaks to both the origins of the program - when the United Statesresettled over 207,000 refugeesin
1980 - and to our current moment, in which the US government mobilized to welcome nearly 200,000



https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2022/5/628a389e4/unhcr-ukraine-other-conflicts-push-forcibly-displaced-total-100-million.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.unhcr.org/en-us/publications/brochures/62b18e714/2023-projected-global-resettlement-needs.html
https://rcusa.org/resources/rcusa-refugee-arrivals-report-q3-fy22/
https://www.wrapsnet.org/documents/Refugee%20Admissions%20by%20Region%20since%201975%20as%20of%2010-5-20.pdf

Afghansand Ukrainians outside of the resettlement program. We askyour administration to fully
reinvestin USRAPas a cornerstone of our nation’shumanitarian protection programs, utilize USRAPas
a tool to ensure that global humanitarian needs are met with greater equity,and lead the international
community in demonstrating welcome.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.
Sincerely,
National
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CC:

The Honorable Antony Blinken, Secretary of State

The Honorable Xavier Becerra, Secretary of Healthand Human Services

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security

Julieta Valls Noyes, Assistant Secretary of Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration
Andrea Chapman, Acting Director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement



