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The US is no longer an international leader in responding to human trafficking. In the 2020
Trafficking in Persons Report!, released last week, the State Department admits that the US has
merely “prosecuted fewer cases and secured convictions against fewer traffickers” and has
“decreased protection efforts” and “did not adequately screen vulnerable populations for
human trafficking indicators.”" While the report claims that the US has “increased efforts to
prevent trafficking,”¥ the section on Prevention is simply a laundry list of clearly ineffective
training, mostly for Federal agency staff. In spite of this evidence of the US’ refusal to protect
victims of trafficking, the State Department gave the US an undeserved Tier 1 ranking, making a
mockery of these rankings.

As the US’ largest coalition of human trafficking survivors and direct service providers, Freedom
Network USAY knows the painful truth. The US has not only failed to comprehensively address
human trafficking, but is actively putting people at increased risk, and making it more difficult
for survivors to find protection, services, and safety. Policies that roll back protection for those
most vulnerable to human trafficking, including immigrants and LGBTQIA+ communities, have
been especially cruel.

Immigrants are at high risk of human trafficking, and the policy actions of the past few years
have worked to further silence, oppress, and exploit immigrant workers, while slamming the
door in the face of those seeking protection and support. The TIP Report points to the laundry
list of actions the Administration has taken to make the T Visa, previously held up as an
international model, almost impossible to access. T Visa applicants are now threatened with
deportation if they apply"', denied for leaving a single blank space on the extensive
application“i, required to wait over 2 years for a decision without interim protection®, and told
that they need not apply if they were exploited by a family member or smuggler*. And while
Secretary Pompeo claimed in his remarks that, “We take government-sponsored trafficking
very seriously,”” the report highlights that there are 7 on-going lawsuits filed by immigrants
who have been subjected to labor trafficking by US government contractors running
immigration detention centers inside of the US*',

LGBTQIA+ community members are at increased risk of trafficking, overrepresented in runaway
and homeless youth programs, and report trading sex for housing while running away from the
child welfare system that they find even more harmful than living on the streets.”" And yet, this
Administration pushes forward policies to deny protections® in housing™, healthcare™, and
schools®!, pushing folx away from the places where they should be offered supportive services
and acceptance.



The Department of Labor, the agency you might expect to lead the charge in rooting out labor
trafficking, has issued a new directive to step back®. They will now send labor trafficking
survivors on a wild goose chase among other federal agencies instead of using their expertise in
labor law and prevailing wages and conditions to identify trafficking survivors. Immigrants who
report exploitive practices in labor recruitment are silenced with a denied visa**, while the
exploitive employer just moves on to exploit someone who keeps it quiet.

These actions are layered on top of policies that, while not specific to trafficking, generally
create conditions that make human trafficking inevitable. Governments who do not provide
people with access to healthcare, affordable housing, living wages, protection from
discrimination, fair immigration policies, and human rights protections are intentionally
creating systems of abuse and exploitation. The US has developed an economy based on the
exploitation of black and brown workers, and continues to enact policies that support this
ongoing abuse while claiming to be dedicated to the eradication of human trafficking.

Freedom Network USA calls on the US Government to live up to the promise of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act and truly earn a Tier 1 ranking. We urge federal agencies to work with
survivors and advocates to make services and protection a reality for all victims of abuse and
exploitation.
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