End the Relentless Attacks on Immigrant Families by Defunding & Abolishing ICE

July 3, 2018

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Chuck Schumer
Senate Majority Leader Senate Minority Leader

317 Russell Senate Office Building 322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Paul D. Ryan The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

H-232, United States Capitol H-204, United States Capitol
Washington DC, 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Speaker Ryan, and Leader Pelosi:

As organizations committed to protecting the reproductive rights, health, and justice of women
and all immigrants, we write to express our horror and dismay regarding the Trump
Administration’s abhorrent treatment of immigrant families and children. Such inhumane and
cruel treatment of immigrant families undermines our nation’s core democratic values, and
decimates families and entire communities. The Trump Administration’s advancing of policies
that endanger the lives and livelihoods of immigrants and leave children without the family
members who love them is unconscionable. The latest attack on immigrant women and families
includes the Trump Administration’s so-called “zero tolerance” policy prosecuting lawful
asylum-seekers, forcibly separating children from their parents, and Trump’s Executive Order to
indefinitely detain families in prison-like conditions. We call on Congress to use all available
tools, including authorization power and federal appropriations, to force this Administration to
end its cruel and abusive family separation and indefinite family detention policies, through
abolishing the immigration detention system, including U.S. Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) and U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

As of June 2018, border agents have separated more than 2,400 immigrant children from their
parents--mostly mothers. Family separation and indefinite family detention is a human
rights crisis. A parent’s right to keep their family intact is a reproductive right, and the forcible
separation of children from their parents violates the tenets of reproductive justice. There can be
no justice for a parent who chooses to create a family and to parent a child when the U.S.
government forcibly tears their family apart — the right to parent without fear of violence and
deportation, from individuals and from governmental authorities, is a basic human right.

The “zero tolerance” policy was created by the Trump Administration and implemented by
choice. No court decision and no federal law mandated such draconian and unconscionable
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actions. Yet, the Administration chose to leverage their human rights violations in h?pes of
convincing Congress to fund Trump’s morally reprehensible immigration priorities.

The Executive Order, issued on June 20, 2018, will do nothing more than lead to the indefinite
imprisonment of children with their families. The alternative to family separation cannot be
indefinite family incarceration. Critically, the Executive Order neither addresses how the
currently separated children who are now in Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) custody will
be immediately united with their parents who are currently detained by ICE or who have already
been deported, nor details the time frame of any reunification process.” The Executive Order also
allows Attorney General Jeff 4Sessions to file a request in U.S. District Court to alter the
long-standing Flores settlement — a key protection limiting detention to 20 days for immigrant
childresn — a move that also paves the way for indefinite family detention, which has already
begun.

The solution to the current family separation crisis is not detaining families together — a prison
sentence — but the release of these individuals and families to community-based alternatives to
detention.® Immigrant women and families belong in our communities, not in cages. ICE
detention centers are plagued with pervasive human and civil rights abuses, sexual violence, and
dangerously inadequate access to critical medical care, all of which pose serious risks to the
health and safety of those under the U.S. government’s custody. Abolishing ICE ensures no
person or family endures the toll of family separation or detention ever again.

Congress Can Stop the Targeted Attacks on Immigrant Women, Families, and LGBTQ Persons

The family separation policy is just one more step in a long line of vicious attacks on immigrant
women and families by the Trump Administration. From the very beginning, President Trump’s
administration has put immigrant families at risk, embracing and enforcing policies which
endanger the lives and livelihoods of immigrant women and children.

Our immigration detention system has proven itself incapable of handling the health care needs
of populations vulnerable to violence, including women, children, LGBTQ persons, and those
with serious medical and mental health needs. A complaint filed with the Department of
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Homeland Security’s Office for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (CRCL) and the Office of
Inspector General (OIG) in September 2017 detailed numerous cases of inadequate care and
mistreatment, including reports of inaccurate pregnancy tests and delayed access to prenatal care,
threatening both the pregnant individual’s health and the health of their pregnancy. " There have
also been reports of shackling and restraining pregnant detainees.” Yet, last December, ICE
implemented a policy shift, which was not made public until this past March, that removed the
presumption of release for pregnant individuals, therefore increasing the number of pregnant
people in detention.” Similar court filings detail abuses against children held in detention,
including forcible injections of antipsychotic medications. Reports have also shown that
transgender detainees are subject to high rates of sexual abuse and solitary confinement.

Likewise, the Administration has specifically targeted immigrant victims of domestic violence,
undermining the mission of the courts and law enforcement. Not only has Attorney General Jeff
Sessions made it all but impossible for survivors of domestic violence, gang violence, and
anti-LGBTQ violence to seek asylum, " but the Department of Homeland Security has defended
courthouse arrests made by U.S. Customs and Border Protection agents — even when they have
arrested victims of domestic violence.

Similarly, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of Refugee Resettlement
(ORR) — the office responsible for the welfare of immigrant children now forcibly separated
from their parents — vastly overstepped their authority and unconstitutionally limited immigrant
youths’ access to abortion care. Director Scott Lloyd repeatedly used his political power to
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impose his personal religious beliefs on immigrant youth in ORR custody, shaming, bullying,
and coercing young people to continue unwanted pregnancies against their will. By actively
attempting to block these minors (known collectively as the Janes) from accessing abortion care,
ORR openly disregarded its legal duty to provide prompt access to safe medical care to those
within its charge.

As organizations that represent women and families and serve as defenders of immigrant and
reproductive rights, health, and justice, we reject this President’s treatment of immigrants.
Congress can end the family separation and indefinite family detention tragedy and future
attacks on immigrant families. We urge Congress to act now to halt these vicious attacks:

e Use all authorization and appropriations powers delegated by the U.S. Constitution to
defund and ultimately abolish ICE; and prevent the harsh conditions immigrants face in
detention centers;

e Demand that the Trump Administration provide clear guidance on its new policy under
the Executive Order, and provide a detailed reunification plan for the 2,400 separated
children and their families;

e Use its oversight power to ensure the safe and immediate reunification of families; and

e Hold bipartisan hearings to demand answers from the agencies responsible for
implementing these unconscionable policies.

This is a humanitarian crisis, and the United States has a responsibility to live up to the standards
we have set for ourselves of being the refuge for those fleeing from violence and persecution.

cc: Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen
Attorney General Jeff Sessions
Secretary Alex Azar
Sincerely,
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